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Cavendish Cancer Care Fact sheet:

Fundraising at home
Hosting an event in your home can be a good introduction to fundraising. Here are some ideas for events you can host at home: -

COFFEE MORNINGS/EVENINGS

Invite a manageable number of people. Offer coffee, teas and a choice of juices and pop for children. Make small cakes and fancies that can be easily balanced on a saucer. You could also include a Bring & Buy sale by encouraging people to bring knick-knacks. They needn’t be unused presents, just presentable items such as washed clothes, books etc. It’s a good idea to hold a raffle halfway through the event. Use cloakroom tickets, and raffle popular items such as homemade preserves or potted plants.

GAMES EVENINGS
Beetle Drive

Spilt your group into teams of four. Each team sits around a small table on which there are four pencils, several pieces of plain paper and one dice. The idea is that each person in the group plays against the others in trying to draw a beetle - a head body, six legs, two eyes and two antennae.

To begin play you have to throw a six for the body. Then five for the head, four for the eyes, three for the antennae, two for each leg and one for the tail. The first person to complete the beetle shouts: ”Beetle”. The winners of each table play against each other until there is a supreme champion. The other group members continue to play for fun. There are variations on this game and rules should be decided before the game is begun.

Whist/Bridge/Other card games

Someone familiar with the accepted rules of the game should give a brief outline to the players. He/she can adjudicate where necessary and walk around the room checking up on potential cheats! You can charge an entrance fee; have a raffle plus refreshments on sale. For more specialist games such as bridge, backgammon etc. tries to match opponents on their ability. If money is offered as a prize or large numbers of people are expected to take part in a gaming activity enquire at your local magistrates court as to whether a Gaming Licence is required.

Bingo

This can be held as an event on its own or as part of a bigger function such as a fair or dinner dance etc. You will need bingo cards, pens, a “drum” or hat for the numbers and a caller. There should also be a few volunteers walking among the players and checking on winning cards. 

Make a charge for each game played and offer interesting prizes (possible donated by local businesses). For a seasonal flavour offer homemade and decorated chocolate Easter eggs or a Christmas cake or pudding. Refreshments should also be on sale.

MUSICAL EVENINGS
As most communities have amateur operatic societies, folk groups or choirs, it is worth asking if any members would be available for a musical evening. Similarly, members of a local amateur dramatic group might be willing to give poetry readings. If you live in a city or a town, which has a professional orchestra or school of music, ask their publicity department if any members will give a recital for a good cause. They could expect expenses or a small fee - or both - and this should be agreed before the event.

GARAGE SALES
These are great for getting the family to collect all the things you’ve been meaning to throw out for years. Ask local newsagents if you can advertise the sale, free of charge, on a card in their window. Put an advert in your local paper too. On the day, you could decorate your house and garage with bunting and a sign to catch the eye of passing motorists. Don’t sell things too cheaply. Go for a fair price and state clearly (showing your letter of recognition from the Cavendish Cancer Care) that the proceeds are going to the Cavendish Cancer Care.

PARTIES
Cheese and Wine Party

Run along the same lines as a coffee morning. You could have competitions guessing the country and region of the wines served and the cheeses too! Try to have an accurate idea of the numbers expected, as wine is an expensive item. You may be able to reach a “sale or return” agreement with a local wine merchant, with the loan of wine glasses. Don’t forget to check the legal requirement on the sale of liquor. Include other, relevant attractions. For example, raffle some of the finer bottles of wine; auction an attractive selection of cheeses etc.

Strawberry Fayre

When strawberries are in season gather together as many volunteers as you can and go to a “Pick Your Own” farm. Come to an agreement with the farmer on a reduced rate for the quantity of fruit that you are buying. If your event is more than two days away, freeze the fruit, but it is better if you can arrange two picking visits. The first will allow time to make preserves, flans, gateaux etc. All of which you can sell. The second visit is to pick the best, freshest strawberries to serve with cream the following afternoon. Be especially aware of how you store, prepare and serve the food. You can consult the Environmental Health Department for guidance, or at least make sure you know their regulations.

Theme Parties

Hosting a theme party is a great way to involve everyone; friends and strangers alike. Decide on the numbers that you can safely hold in your house and garden and then sell tickets accordingly. Try to conjure up as many activities as the theme will allow. You can include raffles, perhaps a tombola, novelties, foods to sell and theme games. Here are a few ideas.

Seasonal Parties : Christmas/Easter/Midsummer

Fancy dress can be worn to fit the season. You could include a “Bran Tub”. Here, apart from the ticket sale, everybody agrees to bring a small present, securely wrapped to the value of e.g. £2.00. When the guests arrive they each put their present into a big tub (you can use a wicker wash basket for this). Towards the end of the evening the tub is brought into the main room of the party and guests take turns in picking out another parcel.

Performance Party

This party works best amongst close friends. The idea is that everyone agrees to perform a song, rhyme, comedy/magic act, dance, play a musical instrument, or mime to a record. The audience throws money into a bucket after each act. The amount they decide to throw will depend on how good they thought the act was.

ALL PARKED UP
Do remember to consider the parking arrangements in your locale. Excessive numbers of parked cars can cause an obstruction to other traffic. Consult your local traffic police on this. They will be able to advise you on how to organise parking.
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