[image: image1.jpg]i ‘)) 0114 278 4600 0114 275 4070

COﬂCGf CO( e





Cavendish Cancer Care Fact sheet:
 Children and Fundraising.

Children make wonderful recruits to charity work. They have an enthusiasm and energy not often matched in adults. Fundraising is also an excellent opportunity for children to learn why other people need help. They will also learn new skills - and have fun at the same time. The most important element, however is to maintain children’s safety. Cavendish Cancer Care will only authorise fundraising organised by a child if their parent or guardian has given written permission. They should be supervised by at least one responsible adult at all times. They should not be allowed to wander off and collect jumble or seek raffle ticket buyers in private houses. Parents must be made aware of the need for children to approach only friends and relations for sponsorship. 

Children under 16 are not permitted by law to make street or house-to-house collections. Children should be told not to approach strangers for money and that to go knocking from door to door is against the law. In terms of their physical safety, areas where there is insecure equipment, hot pans for cooking; electrical equipment etc. should be out of bounds to younger children. Similarly children should not be asked to help lift heavy equipment. Rewards can be given, providing they are made available to all participating children and not only given as a reward for effort. In general, rewards should be of ‘token’ value and not of monetary value. Children should not be encouraged to compete for reward. Cavendish Cancer Care can supply ‘Certificates of Special Thanks’ for individual children, classes or schools who participate in any fundraising. Children become very bored, very quickly! One way to counteract this is to give them responsibilities. For example, one group could be asked to decorate tables, another to wrap tombola prizes, while others could make models to sell or arrange and staff a stall. Encouraging responsibility allows children to see how their contributions can make a difference to the outcome of the event. When choosing fundraising events directly aimed at children, try to be as imaginative as possible. Choose themes, which will amuse and captivate them. Below are a few ideas, plus suggestions of how to involve children in wider fundraising events.

Children and Fundraising: advice and ideas

The following are merely some examples of events that could involve Children in fundraising

Parties

You could hold a small house or garden party with lots of attractions and theme games/activities to teach the children something about the charity.

Fancy Dress Competition

For best results, publicise the competition several weeks before the event. Divide the judging into categories dependent on age. If the party/fair is close to a festival such as Christmas or Easter, this could be a theme for the dress. Also popular is an “Easter Bonnet Parade” Children (boys as well as girls) make their own bonnets, which can be pretty, scary, funny or feature themes such as science fiction or cartoon characters.

Teddy Bears Picnic
Hold it in a park or garden and invite children to take part in the picnic with their teddy bears. Children should be accompanied by adults. Offer prizes for the best-dressed teddy; most loved teddy; bravest teddy (for teddies without an eye or loose stitching etc.)

Sponsored events

Children respond very well to a direct challenge, but make is imaginative. They will be more determined to stick with it if the whole idea has triggered their imagination.

Examples of sponsored events are:

Sponsored silence / swim / walk / bike ride/ dance-a-thon / music-a-thon / read-a-thon / sport-a-thon.
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Registered charity number
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